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Janifer is the 4th of 6 children. She is 
the most educated in her family, but 
her opportunity stopped short in senior 

assisting with the needs of an older brother and his 6 young children, her younger 
sister, and an ill nephew
the weight of many upon her young shoulders. Teaching part time at a neighborhood 
primary school brings her the equivalent of $28/month but it is not enough for a 
household of 12.  Her situation was compromised further when on the many promis-
es of a local truck driver, she conceived a child, and is now the single mother of a toddler. Her brothers were unable to 
be educated beyond grades 6 and 7, her younger sister beyond senior two (grade 10).   
 As part of a selection process that involved the community in which they live, Janifer was accepted to receive a 
scholarship and begin training in Carpentry and Joinery at the SVEC-L.   
 

 I know if I train and know how to make furniture of a high value, my family and my life will never be the same  
 

Janifer began training in Carpentry and Joinery  
at the Salama Vocational Education Centre Lyantonde  

in February, 2013.  
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Official Opening of Phase One  

of the 
Salama Vocation and Education Centre  Lyantonde (SVEC-L) 

 

 February 18, 2013 was a sun-drenched, event-filled day.    
Everything that was planned and prepared for occurred without a 
blemish.  Symbolically, rain occurred at the end of the festivities (a 
sign of blessing and good-will), providing an endnote to all that was 
proposed, hoped for, and promised. It was blessed, and, there was a 
sense that this was as it should be -- a new beginning for Lyantonde. 

 The Salama Vocational Education Centre  Lyantonde (SVEC-L) 
was officially opened by his Excellency Mr. Edward Ssekandi, the 
Vice-President of Uganda.  He was charmed by the gymnastics of 
young boys  (culminating in a nervous but also well-rehearsed salute 
to the President and the nation of Uganda), the Salama SHIELD 
Foundation dancers, and even the speeches that  expressed the needs 
of persons living in this most dry of corridors.  And so it was  a day 
not so well rehearsed, but expressing all that is of hope and the prom-
ise of new beginnings. 

 The school is now open.  38 students are enrolled and an  

 

-creators rather than job-seekers, we appreciate the 
development support to one of the many challenges facing local         

                                     
         Fred Muhangi 
                                Chairperson, Lyantonde Council 

Consider  Janifer...  
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additional few hundred will be added to the ranks in 
a year (after the completion of the next phase). 

 Why this school, and why this moment in 
time?  Schools come and go: in this instance, however, 
a school of this effort and importance does cause us to 
question why in this place, in this instance, at this 
time?   

 Such a school breaks all the rules: it suggests 
that such a school can be placed and positioned in 
southwestern Uganda, a place troubled by all that is 
perceived as wrong in Africa, but also a place        
warranting our attention.  

 This school was built in a location that was 
considered the epicentre of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  
Yet it is now a place that is a destination point for 
possibility.  It is no longer perceived as simply a     
difficult place: it is now a place that shows the world 
what is possible. 

 We are proud of the fact that vulnerable youth 
will now learn a practical trade.  It might be             
agriculture or animal husbandry, brick-laying or    
concrete practice, carpentry/joinery  whatever the 
trade or skill, these students will also be confronted 
with essentials in life  how to survive in a difficult 
world.  Mbuntu Dialogues will allow them to discuss 
and traffic in these essential ideas, and allow them to 
address and confront the most important issues they 
face. 

 This is a school that we should all be proud of! 
 

Dennis Willms  
Founding Director  

Salama SHIELD Foundation 

You see, it is not really just the way a place looks that 
creates a learning commons, it is the way that place 

always a place that you feel welcome, inspired, that you 
belong.  And learning happens without always being  
planned. Ideas are never dismissed, soft voices are always 
heard, collaboration is inherent, enthusiasm is abound-
ing. It is spontaneous, fresh, inspiring, new.  It is our 

history yourselves, and just like knowledge that can never 
    

Kelly Gluck   
Interior Design Instructor, Humber College,,  

SVEC-L Design Team,  
SSF volunteer 

Our deepest thanks goes to those members of the commu-
nity that attended and participated in Conceptual Events. 
It is the love (from) the community that has made this   

              
                Kenneth Barigye 

               SSF Country Direc-

Consider  Habukiriro...  
Covering the cracks of their humble home with mud, Habukiriro was disturbed at his work by a the Salama SHIELD 
Foundation staff conducting a home visit just this past December. He resides with his mother and a younger brother and 
sister in rural Kasambya Village.  At 23  years old, Habukiriro has become the sole breadwinner.  His father passed away 
in 2008 after a long illness that claimed all the family resources.  The final few goats they had were used to pay for Habu-

 
 

However today he says proudly ... 
I dream that as soon as I am skilled in bricklaying and concrete practice, our fam-

ily will have a sufficient water tank, a good house and enough food. My brother 
and sister will study and get degrees and diplomas! My bigger plan is to change 
the lives of orphans and widows in this area by mobilizing them and providing 
basic needs  

 
Habukiriro began studies in Bricklaying and Concrete practice  

at the Salama Vocational Education Centre Lyantonde  
in February, 2013.  



 

Salama SHIELD Foundation staff with 
Dennis Willms & family, Doug Fregin, 
Kelly Gluck and SSF Country Director
Kenneth Barigye (all seated). 

Visit our website and sign up 
to receive our  

communications by e-mail  
to continue learning more 

about  Salama for Life  
programmes and our  
community initiatives  

in Uganda.  

We would love to hear  
from you!   

 

www.salamashield.org 
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www.shieldsafaris.com           

 
 
 

 
 

  

March  8     
  

March  21   International  Day  for  the  Elimination  of  Racial    
      Discrimination  
  

March  22   World  Water  Day  
  

April  25   World  Malaria  Day  
  

May  21   World  Day  for  Cultural  Diversity  Dialogue  &    
      Development  
  

May  25   AFRICA  DAY!  
  

June  5     World  Environment  Day  
  

June  20   World  Refuge  Day  
  

Thurs.  October  17,  2013 GALA  EVENT  
Save  the  date!  


